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Lemuel A. Moy : Statistical Reasoning in Medicine: The Intuitive P-Value Primer  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Statistical Reasoning in Medicine: The Intuitive P-
Value Primer: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Don't estimate a book by it's coverBy Stephen GoldbergThis book 
has a particularly boring title, but don't judge a book by its cover. This is an excellent well-written and highly readible, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0387329137


intuitive,practical, and interesting book that explains the reasoning behind biostatistics and its pitfalls, with particular 
emphasis on understanding the meaning and significance of p-values in planning and interpreting research.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Excellent resource for doctorsBy SpideyThis is a great book for anyone 
who wants to understand statistical reasoning...Its a tough subject to deal with but Moye makes it easy with anecdotes 
and examples.I am surprised that there is only one review.

The 2nd Edition of this popular book emphasizes patient and community protection, illustrates the correct use of 
statistics in health care research for healthcare workers and adds considerable new and updated information. The new 
edition smooths the learning curve for health care researchers, further de-emphasizing mathematical and 
computational devices and bringing the principles of statistical reasoning into reach for the uninitiated. New figures, 
discussion and illustrations fortify each chapter. In addition, three new appendices have been added on the normal 
distribution, sample size computations, and new requirements for the use of statistics in the courtroom.

From the reviews of the second edition: "This book presents statisitical principles for health-care workers without 
previous statsitical training beyond an introductory course in applied statistics. The exposition uses nonmathematical 
language and rich examples in explaining the correct use of many statistical methods, interpretations of p values, and 
the results of clinical studies. Although intended for health-care workers, this book will help nonstatisticians better 
understand statistics in medical research, especially those looking to intepret statistical findings more scientifically." 
(Peng Huang, The American Statistician, Vol. 61, No. 3, 2007) "This books purpose is a nonmathematical access on 
statistical inference and p-values in health care research as well as on core principles of research design. It is organized 
in 12 chapters and 3 appendices. Each chapter is accompanied by a conclusion section, a reference list and numerous 
entertaining real and hypothetical examples. In summary, this text book retains the intended nonmathematical 
readership and provides an entertaining introduction to the principles of statistical reasoning." (Iris Burkholder, 
Zentralblatt MATH, Vol. 1111 (8), 2007)From the Back CoverLowers the Learning Curve for Physicians and 
Researchers! The successful Statistical Reasoning in Medicine: The Intuitive P-value Primer, with its novel emphasis 
on patient and community protection, illustrated the correct use of statistics in health care research for healthcare 
workers. Through clear explanations and examples, this book provided the non-mathematician with a foundation for 
understanding the underlying statistical reasoning process in clinical research, the core principles of research design, 
and the correct use of statistical inference and p-values. The P-Value Primer 2nd Edition levels the learning curve of 
statistics for health care researchers by further de-emphasizing mathematical and computational devices, bringing the 
principles of statistical reasoning closer to the uninitiated. Adding to the updated discussions of research design, 
hypothesis testing, regression analysis, and Bayes procedures, are new discussions of absolute and relative risk, as well 
as a lucid description of the number needed to treat (NNT). The multiple analysis issue is clearly defined, and a new 
description of the correct use and interpretation of combined endpoints in health care research is offered in an easily 
digestible format. The P-value Primer 2nd Edition demolishes other obstacles that have impeded a clear understanding 
of the application of statistics in medicine. The intertwined roles of epidemiology and biostatistics are depicted. In 
addition to a description of the non-technical history of statistics, a new discussion describes the active cultural forces 
that have historically argued against the use of probability and statistics, placing the current applications and 
controversies involving p-values in context. New illustrations of the difficulties physicians and health care providers 
face in research are offered, and the differences between research skills and statistical skills are distinguished. New 
discussion describing the process of scientific reasoning, p-values, and the law is included. All of this nonstandard 
content, so essential for a well rounded perspective on the modern use of statistics in medicine, makes this volume 
unique among introductory statistics books. New figures, conversation, and illustrations fortify each chapter. In 
addition, three new appendices have been added on the normal distribution, sample size computations, and new 
requirements for the use of statistics in the courtroom. Dr. Lemuel A. Moy, M.D., Ph.D., is Professor of Biostatistics 
and the University of Texas School of Public Health, and is a licensed physician for twenty-five years in Indiana and 
Texas. Dr. Moy has served as a clinical trial consultant for many pharmaceutical companies, and, in addition, has 
worked for the Federal Food and Drug Administration, serving for six years on an advisory committee and providing 
guidance to the FDA on the approval of drugs and devices. He has written six textbooks in the application of statistics 
to public health research. 


