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Thomas E. Johnson PhD, Brian K. Birky Ph.D. : Health Physics and Radiological Health  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Health Physics and Radiological Health: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Reference MaterialBy chattyabbeyI bought this as 
supplemental reference material for the Nuclear PE exam. This book is AMAZING. The physical book is very high 
quality, and will be heavier than you expect. It's not made of thin paper that most textbooks are, it is heavyweight semi-
glossy type paper.The first chapter contains awesome rules of thumb easily in one place. I found this to be an excellent 
reference material.It didn't get 5 stars because the Table of Contents is lacking. It's just chapter headings. Within each 
chapter, there may be dozens of tables, and some of the tables are 20 pages long themselves. Having a listing of all the 
table titles and what page they start on would have been very helpful.Also, of note - there's not a lot of text in this 
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book. You won't find chapters describing theory or applications. Just tables of data and reference values. I liked this 
format since I'm practicing engineering and didn't need extra pages on background/theory.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Very good desk reference for the new HP or experienced HPBy pc in georgiaA good 
reference in the continuing series of health physics handbooks that began in the 1970s with the "blue cover" version. A 
plus is the that you can access an on-line version when you have an access code. My only complaint is that with the on-
line version, you cannot print the page3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A handy resource for HPsBy 
J. HarveyLet me start by saying that this is the fourth edition of the book previously called "Handbook of Health 
Physics and Radiological Health". Why they took the "Handbook of" part out of the title is beyond me - those were the 
two most important words. This is not a textbook, it's a reference book. There's no prose. It's not meant to be read from 
cover to cover. I actually know someone who bought this thinking it was a new textbook she could use to teach an 
introductory university course in health physics. The Cember and Gollnick textbooks are fine, but have their issues... 
though that's a topic for another review.In any case, just like the previous versions, the sheer volume of information in 
this book is astounding. Some of it is freely available in other references, but the convenience of having it all in one 
place is worth the purchase price. Instead of wondering if the x-ray shielding transmission graph you're looking for is 
in NCRP 49 or NCRP 147, just look it up in here.There are a few changes from the third edition, my copy of which I 
vigilantly guarded after it went out of print and it started going for hundreds of dollars on eBay. The buildup factor 
data are updated. ICRP 72 committed effective dose coefficients are included as a function of age. There's some cancer 
risk data from BEIR VI and VII. There is information on concentration factors for marine and freshwater organiasms 
from NRC Reg Guide 1.109 (1997). There's a table about survey meters. Most helpfully, every other row in each table 
is shaded, making them a lot easier to read. It's a simple change, but one I definitely appreciated. They used a font that 
seems a bit more readable now too.The publisher has also included online access to the entire book. I've tried it and it 
works reasonably well. You have to be connected to their website and use their special in-browser reader program, so 
you can't download a copy for a tablet for offline reference, unfortunately. Still, as long as you have an internet 
connection, you can have the book's information at your disposal without having to actually lug it around. Plus, the 
online version is searchable, which makes it even more useful than the book itself. For me, that's what made this 
edition worth buying even though I had a previous one.Back when I was a nuclear engineering undergraduate, my 
health physics professor made a previous edition of this book required, and we all grumbled because it was expensive. 
In retrospect, though, it's been the most useful book I've ever owned, and I'm glad it's in my library. I recommend this 
to all health physicists, and anyone else for whom radiation safety and/or dosimetry is an important part of their job.

This text is an invaluable, comprehensive data reference for anyone involved in health physics or radiation safety. This 
new edition addresses the specific data requirements of health physicists, with data presented in large tables, including 
the latest NCRP recommendations, which are tabulated and given in both SI and traditional units for ease of use. 
Although portions of these data can be obtained from various internet sites, many are obscure, difficult to navigate 
and/or have conflicting information for even the most common data, such as specific gamma ray constants. This new 
edition compiles all essential data in this vast field into one user-friendly, authoritative source. It also offers a website 
with full-text search capability.Markets include radiation safety, medical physics and nuclear medicine.

"Interestingly, it is the 1970 version of the handbook that is most frequently sought after. This edition preserves the 
essential content and dramatically expands on it. Other handbooks with subsets of this information are available along 
with online sources, but the completeness of this single volume makes it valuable. The extent of data it includes for 
diagnostic medical imaging and radiation therapy makes me wonder if it is better suited for medical physicists than 
health physicists. This is not truly a limitation of the book, however, because it increases its utility and potential 
audience. My old copy of the 1970 handbook is worn and tattered, and I've purchased an electronic copy of it because 
I wasn't willing to give it up. I fully expect that this new edition will become a similarly treasured reference and will 
be dog-eared and ragged on the shelves of many health and medical physicists. Perhaps more importantly, it will be an 
often-clicked bookmark in many browsers." - Doody's Book (November 2012) Douglas E Pfeiffer, MS(Boulder 
Community Hospital) 


