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Stefan Helmreich : Alien Ocean: Anthropological Voyages in Microbial Seas  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Alien Ocean: Anthropological Voyages in Microbial Seas: 

12 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Alien OceanBy George EwingStefan Helmreich, a professor of 
anthropology at MIT, offers his motivation for writing Alien Ocean by revealing that he thinks biology's vision of the 
ocean is in transformation. He proffers that his book is simply an anthropological account of the efforts being made to 
study the dark ocean through the light of microbial research. Throughout the chapters, we follow Helmreich aboard the 
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submersible Alvin at Juan del Fuca ridge, at the remote controls of the robot Ventana in Monterey bay, on the 
Hawaiian island of Oahu, and into the cosmos through the satellite imaging of Mars, Jupiter, and Europa.Helmreich's 
method of viewing anthropology through microbial research is to tell of his experience relating to different 
researchers, describing their research in their words as well as his own, and applying what he has learned to 
anthropology. Helmreich's strongest points in the book are born from his skill in describing not only the physical 
research and how it affects our lives, but how his experiences felt and the very personal emotions in encompassing the 
possibilities that might emerge from microbial research. Another of the book's strong points is the number of 
anthropological subjects it relates to microbial research and vice versa briefly but effectively. Helmreich manages to 
discuss genomics, bioinformatics, remote sensing, cybernetics, gender biasing, sociology, racism, the history of the 
south Georgia islands, Gaia theory, evolutionary theory, extraterrestrial life, blue-green capitalism, the tree of life, and 
Hawaiian politics.Microbial research is relevant to anthropology, but beware Helmreich's tendency to delve into 
anthropological thought and academic vocabulary. Alien Ocean is not suited for readers seeking a hyper technical 
discussion of microbial research but is extremely effective in backing up Helmreich's main anthropological point. 
Stefan Helmreich has done an admirable job of composing a book that people with an interest in microbiology or 
anthropology will enjoy.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. RivetingBy Elizabeth S. CallawayFantastic 
exploration of the narratives and genres we use to understand the ocean and how microbial ecology is changing how 
we think of the ocean. Great for anyone interested in the ocean, microbes, anthropology, or even literary criticism.1 of 
4 people found the following review helpful. Two StarsBy Isabella RevettSo boring

Alien Ocean immerses readers in worlds being newly explored by marine biologists, worlds usually out of sight and 
reach: the deep sea, the microscopic realm, and oceans beyond national boundaries. Working alongside scientists at 
sea and in labs in Monterey Bay, Hawai'i, the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and the Sargasso Sea and at 
undersea volcanoes in the eastern Pacific, Stefan Helmreich charts how revolutions in genomics, bioinformatics, and 
remote sensing have pressed marine biologists to see the sea as animated by its smallest inhabitants: marine microbes. 
Thriving in astonishingly extreme conditions, such microbes have become key figures in scientific and public debates 
about the origin of life, climate change, biotechnology, and even the possibility of life on other worlds.

Unique [and] innovative. . . . Captures the excitement and crucial nature of oceanographic research. . . . Perhaps Alien 
Ocean will inspire the next generation to fulfill the promise of environmental genomic sequencing. 


